
COURSE : DISASTER MANAGEMENT (MA/MSc PART I) 
Paper : VIII 
Prepared by : Prof. B. K. Mishra, Course coordinator 
Topic : National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 

INTRODUCTION: 
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) was initially constituted on May 
30,2005under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister vide an executive order. Following 
enactment ofthe Disaster Management Act, 2005, the NDMA was formally constituted 
in accordance withSection-3(1) of the Act on 27th September, 2006 with Prime Minister 
as its Chairperson and nineother members, and one such member to be designated as 
Vice-Chairperson. 

Composition of NDMA: Besides the nine members nominated by the Prime 
Minister,Chairperson of the Authority, the Organisational structure consists of a 
Secretary and five JointSecretaries including one Financial Advisor. There are 10 posts 
of Joint Advisors and Directors, 14 Assistant Advisors, Under Secretaries and Assistant 
Financial Advisor and Duty Officer alongwith supporting staff. 

Further, Recruitment Rules have been notified as 

(a) National Disaster Management Authority, Group-‘C’ posts Recruitment Rules, 2009. 

(b) National Disaster Management Authority (Group ‘A’) Recruitment Rules, 2009. 

Under Section 7 (1) of DM Act an Advisory Committee with 12 Members has been 
constitutedduring 2007. 

National Executive Committee (NEC) 

A National Executive Committee is constituted under Section 8 of DM Act, 2005 to 
assistthe National Authority in the performance of its functions. NEC consists of Home 
Secretary asits Chairperson, ex-officio, with other Secretaries to the Government of 
India in the Ministries orDepartments having administrative control of the agriculture, 
atomic energy, defence, drinkingwater supply, environment and forest, finance 
(expenditure), health, power, rural developmentscience and technology, space, 
telecommunication, urban development, water resources. TheChief of Integrated 
Defence Staff of the Chiefs of Staff Committee, ex-officio, is also its Members. 

NEC may as and when it considers necessary constitute one or more sub-committees 
forthe efficient discharge of its functions. For the conduct of NEC, Disaster Management 
NationalExecutive Committee (Procedure and Allowances) Rules, 2006 has been issued 
which may bevisited at www.mha.nic.in. NEC has been given the responsibility to act as 
the coordinatingand monitoring body for disaster management, to prepare a National 
Plan, monitor theimplementation of National Policy etc. vide section 10 of the DM Act. 

http://www.mha.nic.in.


Details of National Disaster Management Authority  

Evolution :The Government of India (GOI), in recognition of the importance of 
Disaster Management as a national priority, set up a High-Powered Committee (HPC) in 
August 1999 and a National Committee after the Gujarat earthquake, for making 
recommendations on the preparation of Disaster Management plans and suggesting 
effective mitigation mechanisms. The Tenth Five-Year Plan document also had, for the 
first time, a detailed chapter on Disaster Management. The Twelfth Finance 
Commission was also mandated to review the financial arrangements for Disaster 
Management. 

On 23 December 2005, the Government of India enacted the Disaster Management Act, 
which envisaged the creation of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 
headed by the Prime Minister, and State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) 
headed by respective Chief Ministers, to spearhead and implement a holistic and 
integrated approach to Disaster Management in India. 

Organization Structure : 

 

 
 

Structure of NIDM 

 



Functions & Responsibilities  

NDMA, as the apex body, is mandated to lay down the policies, plans and guidelines for 
Disaster Management to ensure timely and effective response to disasters. Towards this, 
it has the following responsibilities:- 

 Lay down policies on disaster management ; 

 Approve the National Plan; 

 Approve plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India 
in accordance with the National Plan; 

 Lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up the State 
Plan; 

 Lay down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries or Departments of the 
Government of India for the Purpose of integrating the measures for prevention of 
disaster or the mitigation of its effects in their development plans and projects; 

 Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans for disaster 
management; 

 Recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation; 

 Provide such support to other countries affected by major disasters as may be 
determined by the Central Government; 

 Take such other measures for the prevention of disaster, or the mitigation, or 
preparedness and capacity building for dealing with threatening disaster situations or 
disasters as it may consider necessary; 

 Lay down broad policies and guidelines for the functioning of the National Institute of 
Disaster Management. 

 
 


